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HOTEL INFORMATION 

Westin OôHare Hotel 

6100 N. River Road, Rosemont, IL 60018  

Chicago OôHare International Airport 

Room Rates  $149.00 + tax - single/double/triple 

Free shuttle service is available to and from the hotel.  

Additional information will be included in your welcome letter. 

 

REGISTRATION FEES 

Note: Cancellations after April 2,2017, for whatever reason, will result in the 

loss of your conference registration fee. 
 

2017 PAUMCS National Member registering on  

 or before April 2, 2017:  $400.00  

2017 PAUMCS National Member registering after April 2, 2017:  $450.00  

Non-Member registration: $450.00  

Non-Member registering after April 2, 2017:  $500.00  

Guest Registration: $350.00  

Souvenir Charm: $9.00  

Wednesday May 3 Outing: $50.00/person 
 

To see full brochure go to PAUMCS.org and  

click on Annual Conference 
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A Message from Tish 

Dear Co-Workers in the Gospel, 
 
My hope and prayer is that you have had a very Merry Christmas with your family and friends by your side.  This is such a special 
time of year when we share our blessings with others and in return we are blessed even more.  Please know Our Heavenly Father is 
only a prayer away and I have each of you in my thoughts and prayers always.   
 
As co-workers in the Kingdom of God carrying forth His mission, Christmas can take on a whole new meaning.  We have so many 
extra duties at the church to make it look perfect and make all the programs run smoothly with BULLETINS!!  Some of you know 
what I mean.  We can even loose site of the “reason for the season” who is Jesus Christ!!   
 
Some years back I was in a small group and we read the book ά¦ƴǇƭǳƎ ¢ƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ aŀŎƘƛƴŜέ by Jo Robinson & Jean Coppock 
Staeheli.  It was a very good book and you would think by the title it was a book about forgetting Christmas, but it was not.  It was 
about re-arranging your thoughts and actions and putting joy back into the season and having the true Spirit of Christmas.  I want 
to share a thought in the book with you called “The Christmas Pledge”.  

.ŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎΣ L ŎƻƳƳƛǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƻΥ 
Remember those people who truly need my gifts 

Express my love in more direct ways than gifts 
Examine my holiday activities in the light of my deepest values 

Be a peacemaker within my circle of family and friends 
Rededicate myself to my spiritual growth 

 
WOW!  Can I do this I thought?  The answer was yes with Heavenly Father’s help.  I found that rededicating myself to my spiritual 
growth was the real key.  When I would forget my prayers in the morning, my day went up in smoke.  When I rededicated myself 
and took the time to pray, my day took on a whole new meaning.   
 
My Christmas season has been quite different this year.   My regular routine went away.  I have had to rely on family and friends 
more to get me through.  How blessed we all are to have our family and our dear friends.  I have felt the prayers that have been 
sent my way.  They have helped me feel the true spirit of Christmas.  
 
I hope all of you are preparing to attend the PAUMCS Annual Conference in Chicago.  The Northern Illinois Chapter is hard at work 
preparing to welcome you.  This will be a great conference and you will not want to miss it.  There has been some concern among 
the members about having wi-fi in our hotel rooms and the cost.  GCFA has negotiated with the hotel and the guest rooms will 
have free wi-fi.  I hope this will help you in preparing to attend. 

 
It is my prayer also that each of you have a Happy New Year.  I pray for safety and many blessings during the year of 2017.  
 

Love to All,    Tiˀʑ Sʫ˓˃lˁɯˏisʟ 

 

wŜŦŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ t!¦a/{ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ ϷмллΗΗΗ 
  

§  If you are a first timer:  Put the name of the person who referred you in the registration.   
§  If you are referring someone: Make sure the person whom you are referring includes your name in the  
 registration.  
§  If you have any questions regarding the referral program, please contact Josie Hickom 

at  rocangc@bellsouth.net . 
  
First Time Attendee Referral Program Rules: 

мΦ The person making the referral must be a PAUMCS National Member in good standing. 

нΦ The person must refer at least three (3) first time attendees. 

оΦ Persons being referred must work for a United Methodist Church entity (local church, district office, conference  
 office or United Methodist Church agency). 
4.    The referral bonus of $100 will be paid to the person making the referrals after the Annual Conference. 
After April 1st, if the person making the referral and/or the first time attendee cancels or cannot attend for any reason, 
the person making the referral will still be entitled to the referral bonus. Any cancellations prior to April 1st are not   
eligible for the referral bonus. 

mailto:rocangc@bellsouth.net
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Finance Chair, Josie Hickom 

 

Greetings to all my fellow PAUMCS Members: 

As the Finance Chair, I am beginning, along with my committee, the process of working on our 2018 proposed     
budget along with preparation for the 2017 National Conference.   
 
With that in mind I want to remind you that we will not have a “PAUMCS Store” at the Conference in Chicago.  But 
we will have a display table with some items for you to purchase. If you have a certain item that you want that we 
have had in previous years, let me know and I will be sure to bring it with me.  I can also mail items to you or your 
chapter if you are interested.  We have several items still available. All you need to do is email me at 
rocangc@bellsouth.net   
 
I also want to remind you to be sure to visit our online store. (See below.) There is no minimum quantity require-
ment for placing an order.  There are lots of colors and sizes to choose from and it usually takes only 5 to 10 business 
days to ship your order.   Payment is required in advance. Visa, MasterCard, American Express, and Discover credit 
cards are accepted as well as checkout via Amazon payments.  You can access the store by going to the PAUMCS 
Website, clicking on Resources, and then clicking on Shop PAUMCS.   If you have any questions, just let me know.  
 
I want to wish everyone a Joyous Christmas Season and a Happy New Year.   
 
Blessings to all, 

Josie Hickom 
 

Visit the PAUMCS Store 

Check-out the PAUMCS STORE now online.  The web address is https://paumcsstore.qbstores.com/  Add this address 
to your favorites or you can go to the PAUMCS Website and click on Resources. From there click on PAUMCS STORE 
to connect.  We will be updating and improving the store on a regular basis. Through our online store, you are able 
to order items such as shirts, caps, and bags with our PAUMCS Logo.   
 
As in the past, our promotional items are not sold for profit, but as a way to promote PAUMCS. We encourage you to 
purchase items for yourself, your pastor and other church employees.  This is a great way to promote and generate 
conversation about our organization.   
 
Along with our online store, we still have items for sale that I will be happy to send to your 
local chapter.  Contact me if you want to purchase any of these items. They are great to sell at 
your Local Chapter Conference.  You only have to pay for the items you sell plus shipping 
costs.  We have the following still in stock: 
 

 1) Blue Polo shirts (various sizes) 4) CD Cases 7) Slings 
 2) Note Pads    5) Koosies 8) Eye Glass Kits 
 3) Vinyl Pads    6) Lanyards 9) Luggage Tags 
  
If at any time you have a question or suggestion feel free to contact me or anyone on the Finance Committee. 
 

Blessings, 

Joˡɰʍ  
 
2016-17 Committee Members 
Josie Hickom, Chair (GA) rocangc@bellsouth.net   Evi Melberg (MD) emelburg@netzero.com 
Nancy Gardner, (TN) ngardner@umcdiscipleship.org  Lesley Baskette (GA) lives_it@yahoo.com  
Lisa Gleason (OH) office@cotcumc.com   Wayne Hester (SC) chdist@umcsc.org  

mailto:rocangc@bellsouth.net
https://paumcsstore.qbstores.com/
mailto:rocangc@bellsouth.net
mailto:emelburg@netzero.com
mailto:ngardner@umcdiscipleship.org
mailto:lives_it@yahoo.com
mailto:office@cotcumc.com
mailto:chdist@umcsc.org
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Financial Link      Rhonda Ramsey/Treasurer 
 
Fund Balances (11/30/16) 
 General Fund $99,294.20 
 Scholarship Fund $4,951.41 
 Promotional Items Fund ($773.53) 
 Annual Conference Fund $22,271.10 
 Endowment Fund  $57,219.05 
 Total Funds Balance $182,962.23 
 
Account Balances (11/30/16) 
 PAUMCS Savings @ GCFA $20,489.31 
 Administrative Checking Account $36,113.49 
 Administrative Money Market Account $69,095.38 
 Administrative Savings Account $45.00 
 Endowment Fund @ GCFA $57,219.05 
 Total Account Balances $182,962.23 
 
Gifts received for the Leslie Bayles Memorial Scholarship Fund: $200 from the Minnesota Chapter. 

PTS Chair, Mary Schramm 

Hello from your PTS (Professional Training & Standards) Committee!  

 

The Chapters have kept us very busy this year. Our Committee is constantly seeking ways for individuals who are    

members of PAUMCS but do not belong to a local chapter to find creative courses that they can take to help maintain 

their Certification. You must get the course approved ahead of time and you must receive a certificate for completion. 

Definition for Continuing Education Unit is on our website. The requirements to maintain your certification as a          

Certified United Methodist Church Secretary/Administrative Assistant must be met every two years. One of the                 

requirements is to maintain national membership in the Professional Association of United Methodist Church            

Secretaries (PAUMCS) with dues current and paid in full for the calendar year.  

 

Another responsibility of our Committee is to promote and award Scholarships to Annual Conferences from the Leslie 

Bayles Memorial Scholarship Fund. The updated Scholarship Request Forms have been uploaded to the PAUMCS web-

site and are available for download. (www.paumcs.org – Annual Conference – Scholarships is the path to follow.) The 

amount of the scholarships for the 2017 Annual Conference in Chicago has not been determined yet, but please go 

ahead and start gathering all your paperwork and apply. Deadline for applying for a scholarship is April 2, 2017. Please 

remember that you do not have to be a National Member to apply for a Scholarship, but National Members will be   

given preference. Others may apply, but have to wait for notification until National Members are completed. Individuals 

and Chapters can make donations to the Leslie Bayles Memorial Scholarship Fund in honor and/or memory of     

coworkers, friends, and loved ones. An offering is also taken at our Annual Conference that is designated for this    

Scholarship Fund. Monies contributed to this fund do enable us to help more people to attend our Annual Conferences. 

From 2009-2016 a total of 76 individuals have received assistance to help offset the costs of attending the Conference. 

Church Budgets, District Budgets and Conference Budgets have been cut so your contributions are crucial! I look for-

ward to seeing all of you in Chicago in May 2017. Please know that you can always contact me at mcmar-

bear@comcast.net   

I am thankful for all of you and PAUMCS,  Mˉˠʦ Sʫ˓rˉ˙ʗ PTS Chair   
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Greetings from GCFA! 
 
Blessings to you in this season of peace, love, and joy.  
 
At the November meeting of the GCFA Board of Directors, the 2016 certification class, along with the even years of 
maintain certification were approved. Those who maintained their certification should have received a letter and     
certificate via email this month. If you feel you should have received the certificate and did not, please contact me.   
 
The Executive Committee will meet next month in Nashville.  I am looking forward to proposing a plan for the Ad-
vanced Certification Course, as well as a logo and name change for PAUMCS to more fully reflect the purpose of our 
professional organization.  We are also looking into by-law changes concerning committee tenure. 
 
The next session of the PAUMCS Online Certification course will begin in July 2017.  Registration for the online course 
will begin in April. The registration cost of $300 does not include the national membership fee.  
 
Looking forward to a great year ahead as we work together for the members of our association of United Methodist 
professionals.  
 
Sincerely –  

Natʨ˗ɰʍ 
 
 
 
 
Nominating Committee Chair, Barbara Buck 
 
Nominations Need YOU! 
 
The PAUMCS Nominations Committee is actively seeking persons interested in serving on a committee. If God has laid 
it on your heart to serve Him , perhaps you might consider offering your skills and gifts to PAUMCS. The committee is 
working on the slate of nominations to be presented at the 2017 Conference scheduled in May.  
 
Contact any one of the Nominations Committee members to express your interest in 
being nominated for a position on any of the standing committees or the executive 
committee. Barbara Buck, Lynn Campbell, Tonia Bennett, Pam Mullay , Jackie Powers 
and Landa Wallace make up the current committee.  
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PAUMCS Membership Renewal 
 

As we approach the end of 2016 it is time to begin thinking about renewing your National PAUMCS membership.  As 
you know, we rolled out a new membership database earlier this year,  www.paumcsmembership.org.  As of Novem-
ber 1, 2016, you can take care of your membership renewal on the new site.  If you have previously logged onto the 
new site and created a user name and password, you can simply log in to your account and select the “Membership 
Renewal” option under “Site Access” to renew.  You will be given the option to pay online by credit card or you can 
send a check to me at “PAUMCS Membership, 200 Church Street, LaGrange, GA 30240”.  If you have never logged onto 
this new site, you will need to click the “login” button at the top right side of the page and click “forgot password” in 
order to go through the process of creating login information.  Once that is completed, you will follow the process 
listed above.  
 
We are constantly working on improving this new system.  Several new updates were just added to the system to make 
it more user friendly. It is important to remember that there is a specific email address associated with your member-
ship record and you must use that email address in order to log on.  If you are unsure which email address to use, con-
tact me and I can provide you that information.  Should you have any problem logging on and renewing your member-
ship, please email me and I will work to get your issues resolved.  We do ask that all current members renew their 
membership for 2017 no later than March 1, 2017! 
 
I am grateful for the opportunity to serve as your Interim Membership Secretary and I wish you all a Very Merry Christ-
mas and Happy New Year.  I hope to see many of you at the conference in Chicago in May. 
 
Denise Wilson  
Interim Membership Secretary 

PAUMCS Mission Statement 

The mission of The Professional Association of United Methodist Church Secretaries is to provide a supportive base 
for the unity and fellowship of members in order to provide individual growth, professional development, continuing 
education, and spiritual enrichment. 

http://www.paumcsmembership.org

