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Goodness me — it is 2017! When | was much younger (and | am not telling you how
old I am) but | thought by the year 2000 we would be driving around in space cars
just like the “Jetsons”. | loved watching that cartoon show. You could push a button
and have everything done for you. Of course | could just imagine how lazy | would
be — because | know it would not take much for me to be a lady of leisure.

This is one thing | love about working in the Kingdom of God — He does not let us
have too much leisure time and He keeps us on our toes. There is never a dull day.
We stay busy with the many needs in His church and for his children. PAUMCS

i Lm@mers can be the eyes, ears, hands and especially hearts for our Heavenly Father.

| have listened to several of you as you have told me of the many duties you have in
your job within the United Methodist Church. | can feel that you have the compas-

sion and caring that is needed to accomplish the duties within the Kingdom of God.

| especially feel that you know how important this organization called PAUMCS is to
your jobs. The support from one another is the vital link that keeps us going as co-

workers in the gospel.

Even though we won’t have much leisure time and probably will never be like the
Jetson family, we have each other and we know that our Heavenly Father is always
there for us. It is my prayer that we always have that connection that brings us to-
gether and that we always know our Heavenly Father loves us and wants us to have
joy and peace in our lives.

Blessings to all of you and your families,
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Greetings,

We are gearing up to ‘Feel the Spirit in the Windy City’ of Chicago for the 2017
PAUMCS Annual Conference. Don’t wait to register for this gratifying time to
learn and connect with fellow peers.

Looking ahead to 2018, Nashville, Tennessee will be our destination. Plans are
going well and the excitement from the Tennessee Chapter is contagious.

One of the goals for the executive committee is to have conferences sched-
uled out at least three years ahead. With regards to that we need your help.
We are looking for host chapters for 2019, 2020 and 2021. The executive com-
mittee will walk along side of you and help out in any way we can. Please
prayerfully consider this extraordinary gift you can offer to continue the mo-
mentum we gain from being present with one another.
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*—\ UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT

Continuing Education (CEU)

Do you want to earn Continuing Education Unit (CEU) credit for a workshop, retreat or event your chapter is planning?
Are you, as an individual PAUMCS member, planning to attend a seminar or class for professional growth and develop-
ment? Follow the guidelines below to receive CEU credit.

Submit your request for CEU approval to the Professional Training and Standards (PTS) Chairperson, Mary Schramm, at
least 30 days prior to the workshop, retreat, event, seminar, or class. This allows the PTS Committee time to review the
information and for the Chairperson to be in contact with you should there be any questions or concerns regarding the
information submitted.

9 Include detailed information about the event: topic(s), dates, times and location, the actual time you will be in ses-
sions (contact hours), an outline or schedule, speaker(s) credentials and/or qualifications. Submit event information
by email. This will help to expedite the process.

I The PTS chairperson will notify you after your request has been reviewed and approved by the PTS committee.

1 Send a copy of the CEU completion certificate for each certified secretary to the PTS Chairperson as soon as possi-
ble following the event.

Questions about the process may be addressed to Mary Schramm, PTS Chair.

One CEU is defined as ten contact hours of participation in an organized continuing education experience under re-
sponsible sponsorship, capable direction and qualified instruction. Business Meetings, Worship Services, Devotions,
breaks, meals, snacks, and fellowship/gathering times are not to be considered. Contact hours of less than 10 but not
less than five, will be granted .5 CEU. (example: an eight-hour workshop/seminar would equal to .5 CEU.)
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Many years ago when | first joined PAUMCS, | went to my first conference in Albuquerque, New Mexico. Not having a
PAUMCS chapter to belong to | really did not know anyone in PAUMCS. When | checked in for Conference and got my
packet, | was told | had to sign up for the day | wanted to go on the outing. It was a Hot Air balloon ride. | had signed up
and paid ahead of time. | went to sign up and | met the Virginia Chapter girls who were going also and they invited me
to go with them. | never imagined the friendships that | would form with these special women. They took me under
their wings the whole conference. They even talked to me about joining their chapter of PAUMCS (Baltimore/
Washington) Chapter had folded. | checked into it. And | joined their Chapter. | will forever be grateful to them for
setting the ground work for my journey with PAUMCS, and their friendships. Without them | would not be where | am
today. Thanks to all of them.

Wow, before we know it we will be in the “Windy City” of Chicago for the 35" Annual Conference of PAUMCS. | have
personally looked forward to the yearly conference as a way to cleanse my spirit, relate and learn with others in the
same ministry, professional development and unity and fellowship, just to name a few.

There is scholarship money available to help with expenses for Annual Conference. Every four years you can apply.
Please go to our websitet ! | a / {u@d2rMddual conference/scholarships and print out the paperwork. Keep in
mind that National members will be given first preference and if there is money left non-members will be considered.
The deadline for scholarship application is April 4™2017.1 encourage you to go t the website as soon as possible and
get the paper work filled out.

Remember if you are Certified you must keep your CEU current. This information is also on the website,t ! | a/ { ®2 NH
Thanks for all you do to keep PAUMCS strong.

Please contact me if you have any questions, Mary Schramm, mcmarbear@comcast.net W

Mary Schramm, PTS National Chair ’W J #
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HOTEL | NFORMATI ON
Westin OO66Hare Hot el

6100 N. River Road, Rosemont, IL 60018
Chicago OO0OHare I nternati ol
Room Rates $149.00 + single/double/triple
Free shuttle service is available to and from the hotel.
Additional information will be included in your welcome letter.

Chicago, IL
May 4—6, 2017

REGI STRATI ON FEES

Note Cancellations after April 2,2017, for whatever reason, will result in the
of your conference registration fee.

2017 PAUMCS National Member registering on or before April 2, 2017: $4(
2017 PAUMCS National Member registering after April 2, 2017: $450.00
NonMember registration: $450.00

NonMember registering after April 2, 2017: $500.00

Guest Registration: $350.00

Souvenir Charm: $9.00

Wednesday May 3 Outing: $50.00/person

To see full brochure go to PAUMCS.org and
click on Annual Conference
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§LF &2dz I NBPutithe khiM&ofithe peYs& MOO referred you in the registration.

§LT @2dz | NB NBVEKS Ndeparsorinvhormya yWré&rferring includes your name in
the registration.

§ If you have any questions regarding the referral program, please contact Josie Hickom
at rocangc@bellsouth.net .

CANEG ¢AYS 1 §SyRSS wSTSNNIf t NRBINFY wdd L 7
M dThe person making the referral Y dz&dia PAUMCS National Member in good standing.
H dThe person Y dz&efier at least three (3) first time attendees.
0 dPersons being referred must work for a United Methodist Church entity (local church, district office,

conference

office or United Methodist Church agency).

4. The referral bonus of $100 will be paid to the person making the referrals I D $hNAnnual Conference.
I DS NJ F‘,UEJN@pérsomnnaking the referral and/or the first time attendee cancels or cannot attend for
any reason, the person making the referral will still be entitled to the referral bonus. Any cancellations LINJA 2 NJ
G2 1 1Yot eligible for the referral bonus.
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Happy New Year! | hope 2017 is off to a good start for you. | would like to thank the &) Methodist Church Secretaries
75+ PAUMCS members who have gone online to our new membership site and
renewed your membership for 2017. For those of you who have not yet done this, we
would really like to have all renewals complete by March 1. This is also a good time to
invite those in your area who may not be members to join our organization. | would
encourage you to go to our PAUMCS website and print a copy of our membership
brochure that you can share with a prospective member. Of the many benefits of PAUMCS membership, one of the best is the
friendships that are formed with others who are on a similar journey. PAUMCS offers a great network of other professionals
that can give advice or just a listening ear.

| hope everyone is now aware of our new membership database, www.paumcsmembership.org. We have had a few issues with
the site, but continue to work with the IT department at GCFA to make improvements and upgrades. We are no longer using
paper membership forms so | would like to direct everyone to this site to renew your membership. Instructions can be found
under the “Membership” tab of our website (www.paumcs.org). If you have questions, please feel free to contact me. | would
like to note that you can pay your dues online or you can mail a check to me at: PAUMCS Membership, 200 Church Street,
LaGrange, GA 30240. If sending a check, please be sure that the member’s name is somewhere on the check or check stub.

On a personal note, | would like to thank the many members who have reached out to me recently on the occasion of my
mother’s sudden passing. | am grateful for your prayers and support.

D "itm WIls, O

Interim Membership Secretary
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Greetings to my fellow members of PAUMCS. | cannot believe February is already here. It will not be long before we
will all be in Chicago for our Annual Conference. If you have not taken the time to renew your membership be sure
to get that done right away along with registering for the conference.

| want to remind you that we will not have our regular Promotions Store at Conference but we will have a few
smaller items for you to purchase. If you are interested in apparel be sure to check out our online store. The web
address is https://paumcsstore.gbstores.com/ The store usually has some type of promotion going on so it will be
worth your while. With that being said we do have a few apparel items left in our promotional inventory. The items
and sizes are:

f dzS D2PNy PKA Elﬁéf)\ Y c¢Hdding . fF Ol -WHOPR WA
Medium-8 4 small 7 Large
Large-21
Extra Large-5
2 Extra Large-8

If you are interested in any of these | will be glad to mail them to you or bring them to the Chicago Conference. Just
email me.

Other items we have available for purchase are lanyards-$2.00, eye repair kits-$2.00, luggage tags-$2.50, name
badge holders-$3.00, portable power banks-$8.00, and bottle coolers-$3.00.

I look forward to seeing you in Chicago. If you have any questions, please contact me at rocangc@bellsouth.net

Blessings to all,

Jo! ym Hi 2k, ¢
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During the annual business meeting at the PAUMCS conference, a slate of nominations will be presented to the body
of membership for election. Invitations for nominations from the floor will be extended. Some members will know
that they are ready to serve PAUMCS by accepting a nomination, either because they have past experience, or perhaps
they are being encouraged by a friend who believes in them. Some members might be saying, “l am interested, but |
just can’t commit to the responsibilities of serving right now”, while others are saying, “I have no clue what | would be
doing!”

If you fall into that last category, | would encourage you to visit the PAUMCS website and review the job descriptions,
using this link, http://paumcs.org/?page id=315. You might be just perfect for a leadership position!

We wa

Each member is given an opportunity to express their interest in being a leader within our
organization during the membership registration process. It is from this data that the
Nominations Committee gathers a pool of names for use during the development of the slate of
nominations. How about adding your name to that pool today? The water feels fine...jump right
in!
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General Fund $101,183.64

Scholarship Fund $4,951.41

Promotional Items Fund (5692.53)

Annual Conference Fund $27,922.16

Endowment Fund $57,163.87
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PAUMCS Savings @ GCFA $20,489.31

Administrative Checking Account $43,708.58

Administrative Money Market Account $69,121.79

Administrative Savings Account $45.00

Endowment Fund @ GCFA $57,163.87
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http://paumcs.org/?page_id=315
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Greetings PAUMCS Members,

At the January Executive Committee meeting, GCFA presented a proposal for an Advance Certification Course scheduled for
Summer, 2017. | am happy to report that the PAUMCS Executive Committee approved the proposal. We are now in the process of
determining the costs and location of the course. More information will be shared as this project develops.

Registration for the 2017 Online Certification Course will open on April 14th. The course will begin on June 1%, and run until August
15", The cost of the course is $300. As a reminder, GCFA offers 10 scholarships in the amount of $50 for those who submit a
request prior to registering. Scholarship requests can be sent to paumcs@gcfa.org.

If you have any questions about the Online Certification Course or the Advance Certification Institutes, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

I am looking forward to seeing many of you at the Chicago Annual Conference.

Sincerely —

Nat tc- ym
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PAUMCSonline

Introducing online certification

Includes courses such as:

« Taxes and the Church « Connectional Giving

o Office Finances e Ethics & Confidentiality
« Conflict Resolution « Polity of the Church
Connectional Giving

Contact Natalie Schuette for more informa
nschuette@gcfa.org or 615-369-2320
WWW.paumecs.org

¢ pauMeS

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION OF
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH SECRETARIES
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Did you know? You can be in the know!!

PAUMCS has many different opportunities to helpyoutod S A Y (i FaéSe afle hahydways that we communicate
with you to help you to have the best opportunity to work together and to share information. Here’s how:

PAUMCS.org - The website is full of information and details on the many different areas of PAUMCS as well as
resources and now the host of the PAUMCS store! Can’t find what you are looking for there? Contact
LoriSluder@holston.org

The Vital Link newsletter is published quarterly and sent to members via e-mail in late January, May, and Sep-
tember. Prior to Annual Conference there will also be a special edition of the Vital Link that covers Annual Conference
news. Itis a compendium of upcoming events, news, information, and other content of interest and value to mem-
bers. Lori Sluder is the editor.

E-Links - In addition to our newsletters we send out weekly news, announcements, concerns, etc. These will go out
on Tuesdays each week if we have items to send.

Linking Hands - are sent out on an as requested basis. This e-mail is a forum to share a job-related question or
tip. Discussions range from choosing the best membership management software to safety on the job to keeping a
green office to.........your choice! Have a question or want to share a new office tip, send them to

PAUMCSLinkingHands@gmail.com

PAUMCS Prayer Link - Sherry Heath and Janet Coffelt maintain the PAUMCS Prayer Link. E-mail Sherry
(sherry_heath@sbcglobal.net) or Janet (coffeltjan@sbcglobal.net) to be kept updated on, or share your own, joys and
concerns of and with your United Methodist co-workers throughout the great connection. PAUMCS membership is not
necessary.

FACEBOOK - If you are on Facebook check out the PAUMCS page. Another great place to be in the know or to share
information out to the PAUMCS community! Search PAUMCS on Facebook and join us there!

FLICKER - New and under-construction. Check out our new photo page on Flicker. You might just find yourself

there! . o . .
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The mission of The Professional Association of United Methodist Church Secretaries is to
provide a supportive base for the unity and fellowship of members in order to provide indi-
vidual growth, professional development, continuing education, and spiritual enrichment.


http://paumcs.org/LoriSluder@holston.org

