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Love Well Youth 2019 

From the President ’s Desk  

Grace and peace my fellow laborers in the vineyard, 

With the fall season on the horizon, I am thinking about how fast time flies. 
It seems like just yesterday that we were in Nashville, TN at our Annual   
Conference. The lazy hazy days of summer seems to have flown by.  
 

I think back to the memorable events of this summer and one in particular 
stands out. I was one of 28 people who attended the Advanced Certification 
Course in August. I was ecstatic to finally be attending the Advanced         
Certification Course as this was only the 2nd time the course has been 
offered.  
 

What an experience it was! We learned so much about a myriad of subjects 
and each other. I learned how creative some of our members are. We      
connected with each other and built relationships while choosing and plan-
ning our final presentations which will be presented during the last week of 
October. 
 

As time marches on, in just 6 short months we will be setting sail aboard 
Royal Caribbean’s beautiful Independence of the Seas for our 2019 Annual 
Conference. If you have not registered to attend the PAUMCS Conference at 
Sea, there’s still time to register to attend. If you’re already registered to 
attend, I look forward to seeing you onboard. 
 

While many of us are gearing up for charge conferences, board meetings 
and clergy meetings and all of the busyness that comes with this season. I 
encourage each of you to take some time to enjoy the beauty of this season, 
for each season has its own beauty. The time to stop and smell the roses has 
passed with summer. In the fall God has given us many colors of changing 
leaves to appreciate His splendor. As I accompany the youth of my church on 
their apple picking trip, I take time to appreciate the changing leaves as they 
burst with color.  
 

I leave you with the following quote; "Fall has always been my favorite     
season. The time when everything bursts with its last beauty, 
as if nature had been saving up all year for the grand finale." 
- Lauren Destefano 
 

The journey continues,  Gail Douglas-Boykin 
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 There is still time to register! Don’t miss the boat!! 
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Vice President, Rhonda Ramsey 

There is still time to join over 125 PAUMCS travelers and more than 25 traveling in the 

Episcopal Secretaries group for the 2019 PAUMCS Annual Conference at Sea.  Cabins 

are still available but  prices are not guaranteed. Availability and prices will be              

determined for each new registration.  

 

The site visit has been made and plans are under way for the 2020 PAUMCS Annual Conference in 

Kansas City, Missouri, April 16-18, 2020 . I know this will be another remarkable conference that you 

won’t want to miss. Thank you Megan Hayes and LeAnna Lewis for joining me on the site tour. 

 

We would be delighted to visit your state, please consider hosting the 2021 PAUMCS Annual            

Conference and relish the blessings and appreciation you’ll receive from the attendees.  

 

Blessings,   
Rhonda Ramsey 
 
 

 
Report of the Membership Chair  
 

Membership Update: 
 
I am happy to report that as of today we have 294 paid PAUMCS members!  My goal for this year was 
300 so we are very close.  Welcome to all of the new members for 2018 and a big thank you to those 
who have renewed their membership.  It is almost time to begin thinking about renewal for 2019.  With 
our new membership database, you cannot “officially” renew until November 1.  I will be sending        
reminders to all current members closer to that date to remind you to log into the system and create 
your renewal.   
 
As always, I hope our current members will think about others in your area with whom you might share 
PAUMCS information.  We can all help with the promotion of PAUMCS.  Our organization has a lot to    
offer and we need to help spread the word.  If you would like some membership brochures or other   
information to share with churches in your district, please let me know. 
 
I hope to see many of you at our 2019 Conference at Sea! 
 
Denise Wilson  

Membership Chair 
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Financial Link       Josie C. Hickom, Treasurer 
  

Fund Balances as of 08/31/2018 
 General Fund      
  Undesignated Operating   $13,092.24 
  Money Market   $69,640.56 
  GCFA Savings   $23,018.45 
 General Fund Total    $105,751.25 
 Scholarship Fund          $2,837.41 
 Promotional Fund              $79.47 
 Annual Conference Fund     $21,553.14 
 Endowment Fund       $59,695.89 
 
TOTAL FUNDS BALANCE              $189,917.16 
 
Account Balances as of 08/31/2018 
 GCFA Savings Account     $23,018.45 
 Administrative Checking Account             $37,517.26 
 Administrative Money Market Account  $69,640.56 
 Administrative Savings Account           $45.00 
 Endowment Fund at GCFA    $59,695.89 
 
TOTAL ACCOUNT BALANCES             $189,917.16 
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Professional Training & Standards (PTS), Barbara Buck 

 

Need to Earn a CEU? 

Several members approached me during our last two conferences to inquire about  

the possibility of there being pre-approved CEU sources. I was also asked if it was possible for a     
chapter to offer CEU credit for trainings that were shorter than 5 or 10 hours. I took these                   
conversations to the committee for discussion and development and your PAUMCS PTS Committee is 
pleased to announce two new CEU earning options!  

Option 1-For Chapters  

Chapters are invited to plan multiple events over the course of a year, with each event lasting a         
minimum of 2.5 hours a session, knowing that those sessions can be submitted to the PTS Committee 
for CEU approval. If a chapter meets twice a year, 2.5 hours each time, they will have completed the   
required 5 hours to award their participants with a .5 CEU. Likewise, if a chapter holds 4 training 
events a year, each one for a minimum of 2.5 hours, participants have to potential to earn a full CEU if 
they attend all four events.  The process for obtaining CEU approval remains the same; a Chapter      
representative submits the event info, which includes the bios for the presenters and a synopsis of the 
training material, to the PTS Chair for review. Event info can be submitted one at a time (30 days in  
advance of the events) or all at once (30 days prior to the first event).  Events must be held in the same 
calendar year (Jan- Dec) to count toward the required CEU Credit for those that with certified statuses.   

 

Option 2- For Individuals 

The PTS Committee has identified three (3) online educational sources as “pre-approved”. Members 
completing an educational course from www.beadisciple.com , www.garrett.edu, or 
www.umcomtraining.org may request a CEU Approval Form from the PTS Chair. Participants will need 
to be able to articulate why they took the training, provide a brief overview of the course and how they 
will apply what they learned in their ministry field. The completed form is intended to be submitted 
after completing the training.  The total number of hours spent learning remains the same, 5 hours 
for .5 CEU and 10 hours for a full CEU. The completed form, along with a copy of a Course Completion 
Certificate should be submitted to the PTS Chair, who will share the info with the committee for final 
review/approval.   
 
Your PTS Committee is committed to finding ways to help members maintain their certified status and 
is hopeful that these options will provide everyone with a larger variety of means to do so.  

 

Blessings, 
Barbara Buck 
 
 
 

    

http://www.beadisciple.com
http://www.garrett.edu
http://www.umcomtraining.org
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Reflections on PAUMCS Advanced Certification Course 2018 

 

It has been five years since I went to Nashville for my initial               
certification, and the Advanced Certification class has refreshed my 
memory of the things I learned there and built upon that foundation.  
In the initial training we all learned our personality types using the 
MTBI method.  At the beginning of that training I did not think that I 
could be, or even should be, put in a box.  I was resistant to the whole 
idea that I could be categorized.  But, somehow, that box fit like a 
glove. Since then I have had the opportunity to learn about my box and 
why I behave and learn the way I do.  I have been able to think about 
and observe how I interact with people from other boxes. This has  
given me greater confidence and helped me understand myself, as 

well as the people with whom I work. When I returned for Advanced training we were again assigned a 
project group using our MTBI types.  This time our project groups had only four people, instead of five 
as it did at certification, and I have found it to be a tighter, more unified group. We work well together, 
building upon each other’s strengths and filling in each other’s gaps.  We sat together, and as we listened 
to the speakers on varying topics we began to comment to each other, already tuning in to each other’s 
strengths, needs and interests.  We learned together, and we learned from each other. The training is not 
yet complete, as we have yet to finish our project and present it to the panel remotely.  Another new ex-
perience for all four of us.    
 

When I submit a request for Continuing Ed funding for PAUMCS events someone on the SPRC never fails 
to ask me if I learn anything when I attend these events.  I always have trouble answering that question.  
Not because I don’t learn anything, but because I have a hard time explaining what I learn.  The simple 
answer is “YES, YES, YES, YES!!!!!” But, I always feel like SPRC is expecting an answer that comes in 
quantifiable form, like a list of new skills I learned in three days. “Why yes!  I am now proficient in all 
aspects of how tax law is applied to any given church property!” NOT!  The truth is, that I learn things I 
don’t even know I have learned, or more precisely, I learn things I haven’t yet figured out how to apply 
to my responsibilities and I have learned things I never realized I didn’t know. Training is always of    
value. Every time I take a course or attend a gathering of my colleagues and peers, that interaction never 
fails to add to my overall worth as an employee, a servant, and a resource for everyone with whom I 
come into contact. My title is “Administrative Assistant,” but, like many of us, I wear many hats. I am the 
receptionist, the membership secretary, the clerical support staff for all the other positions, website and 
social media maintenance, and the one whom the members are referred to anytime they are not sure 
about something. They come to me and say, “They told me to ask you, because you know the answer to 
everything.” I, of course, do not know the answers to everything, but I do know who to ask, where to 
look or at least what direction to point them in to get the answer!  This Jack of all trades, master of none, 
keeper of the gate, information/help desk position that I have is why all training is good training.  Even 
though I can’t use everything I absorb immediately, it often becomes building blocks for my future.  The 
job is not static but evolves with changes in our society.  The skill set I use today will likely change       
tomorrow. We don’t know what God has planned for each of us, but I know that information, sharing, 
fellowship, and building blocks placed during those three days in Nashville is part of His plan for me.  

 

Doris Tropp (pictured wearing her “Church Lady” hat) 

Administrative Assistant 

Roscoe UMC, Rockford District, Northern Illinois Conference 
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Greetings from GCFA! 

 

The 2018 Online Certification Course was completed last month. Thirty-six church administrators were 
certified. Group projects ranged from “Agencies of the UMC Connection”, “Building Management”, to 
“Bringing Your Church Into the Digital World.”  All participants did a fantastic job!   

 

The PAUMCS Advanced Certification Course took place at GCFA in August as well. Valarie Willis,       
Leadership Consultant, facilitated the course. The 28 participants will present their final group projects 
in October via WebEx. Some group topics include, “Registered Sex Offenders in the Congregation”, 
“Contents for a Manual for Church Finances”, to “Third Party Building Use”.  The class will present their 
projects to a panel of GCFA experts. Once the projects are complete, an announcement of their              
certification will be shared.  

 

The GCFA Board of Directors approved the nominations slate of PAUMCS Officers at their summer board 
meeting in Nashville. Thank you to the officers who serve on the Executive Committee for their time and 
dedication. We are grateful. 

 

I am looking forward to seeing you soon at the PAUMCS National Conference at Sea.  

 
Natalie Schuette 

GCFA Liaison 
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As I sit down to write this article many of you are beginning to see the signs of fall, leaves are turning or 
will be soon, the hot summer temperatures are disappearing and the cooler temperatures of fall are   
setting in. Not so here in Arizona. I believe that today’s temperature high is going to be around 106. Oh, 
well the price we pay for not shoveling snow in the winter. 

 

By the time you read this hurricane Florence will have passed, but know my prayers are with those who 
faced the storm and are now trying to recover from the destruction. 

 

Just a quick reminder to visit the online PAUMCS store on a regular basis. I must admit that I haven’t 
been working on keeping it current over the summer, but my goal is to go in and add items to our store. 
If you know of something you would like to see added please let me know and I will try my best to add it 
to the store. Items purchased online must be things that can be embroidered, articles of clothing, cloth 
bags, etc. You don’t have to wait until it is close to annual conference time to buy, the store is available 
year-round. I receive notices of daily specials on a regular basis so visit often and take advantage of the 
specials. Hopefully, the sky is the limit. Don’t forget, items are not sold for profit, but as a way to pro-
mote PAUMCS. To shop the online store go to the PAUMCS website, paumcs.org and click on Shop 
PAUMCS. 

 

Bev Ampersé, Chair, Finance Committee  

bevamp@cox.net 

 

 

Remember to shop the PAUMCS store!  
 

If you are interested in apparel be sure to check out our online store. The web address is: 
 

https://paumcsstore.qbstores.com/  
 

The store usually has some type of promotion going on so it will be worth your while.   

https://paumcsstore.qbstores.com/
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PAUMCS Mission Statement 

The mission of  The Professional Administrators of  The United Methodist Connectional 
Structure is to provide a supportive base for the unity and fellowship of  members in order to 
provide individual growth, professional development, continuing education, and spiritual   
enrichment. 

Prayer Net 
 

If you have any joys, celebrations and concerns that you would like for our     

community to pray with you about please send them to  

 PAUMCSLinkingHands@gmail.com 

Greetings! My name is Chris Wilterdink, and it is my privilege to host the National Gathering for 
United Methodist Youth. The next YOUTH event will take place at the Kansas City Convention     
Center in Kansas City, MO from July 10-14, 2019. 

The YOUTH event only happens every four years, and because of that, some people are surprised to 
find out that the United Methodist Church has a National Gathering for youth! I need your help to 
spread the word about YOUTH 2019. 

Below, please find some basic information about YOUTH 2019. I hope and pray that you will share 
this information with your Senior Pastor, church staff, and volunteers who support youth ministry. Every United    
Methodist Church is welcome and encouraged to attend. 
YOUTH 2019 is the National Event for United Methodist Youth. The event website is http://youth2019.com 
 We expect at least 5,000 attendees. The event will sell out when we reach 8,000 attendees. 
 The event is designed for intentional discipleship and growth by a diverse Design Team from UMCs around the 
USA. Past participants have shared stories of inspiration, strengthened relationships with other Christians and God, as 
well as calls into ministry and increased understanding of themselves as Methodists. 
 Large room worship, workshops, service opportunities, and smaller group experiences make up each day of the 
event. 
 The exhibit hall and other opportunities will help youth connect with the United Methodist Connectional System, 
and learn about opportunities it offers them through Agencies and more! 
 The event is hosted by Young People’s Ministries, a unit of Discipleship Ministries. 
Registration is currently open, one year ahead of the event, to allow plenty of time for preparations and fundraising if 
needed. All information about registration can be found on a recent blog post, http://youth2019.com/2018/07/10/
registration-is-open/;  Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Youth2019/; Twitter, Instagram, and Snapchat 
@youth2019 

If I can answer any questions related to the event, please contact me. Please share this information with the decision 
makers for youth ministry at your church. I believe in the power of connectional gatherings, and YOUTH 2019 is an     
excellent opportunity for the youth ministry of your church to be inspired, refreshed, and challenged. 
 

Chris Wilterdink, Director, Young People’s Ministries Program Development, U.S., Young People’s Ministries 
Discipleship Ministries | The United Methodist Church ● (877) 899-2780 Ext. 7058 ● Cell: (303)-260-8221 
www.UMCdiscipleship.org ● www.UMCYoungPeople.org  
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