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Welcome to the 37th Annual Conference of the Professional Administrators of the United Methodist 
Connectional Structure (PAUMCS) aboard Royal Caribbean’s “Independence of the Seas”! We are 
grateful to Educational Opportunities for hosting this year’s conference as we cruise to Cozumel, 
Mexico.    
 
Thirty-six members from all over the United States were certified through the PAUMCS Online 
Certification program last year. We have seen an increased interest from administrators working in 
agencies and district offices. GCFA is grateful to be able to reach more administrators throughout the 
connection with the online course.  
 
The GCFA Board of Directors also approved the 2018 PAUMCS Advanced Certification class.  These were 
twenty-eight participants in this revamped and reintroduced course.  The course topics included: 
  
• Project Management 
• Interviewing Techniques  
• Values and Personal Work Code 
• Self-Awareness & Interpersonal Relationships 

• Church Safety Issues 
• Breakaway Churches & Trust Clause Issues   
• Legal Issues Updates 
• Spirituality Translated to the Workplace 

 
The participants were given 2 months to research topics inside and outside the denomination. Each  
team made virtual presentations of their findings to a panel of GCFA executives.  Research topics 
included: 

 Registered Sex Offenders in the Church 

 Manual on 3rd Party Use of Church Property  

 Local Church Financial Manual 

 Tools for Effective Transition During Pastoral Changes  

 A  Local Church Funeral Guide 

 How a Church can Participate in their Community Curriculum  

 New Church Member Assimilation Program  
 
PAUMCS has come a long way in the past thirty-seven years.  I have served as the GCFA liaison to this 
association for the past four years and am blessed to be part of its growth and impact. Together we 
grow our organization and grow in our work.   
 
“Being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the 
day of Christ Jesus.” – Philippians 1:6 
 
I look forward to cruising with you.  

 
Natalie Schuette 

Senior Executive Assistant to the General Secretary & Treasurer of the United Methodist Church 


