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On the Pathway 
to Heaven

Laying Your Loved One to Rest



Come, you who are blessed by my Father;
take your inheritance,
the kingdom prepared for you 
since the creation of the world.
                                      ~ Matthew 25:34b      



Loved One 
Passes On to Glory

This is a very difficult time for those 
remaining here when their loved one 
has passed on to God’s Kingdom.  We 
pray that the family and friends still 
here with us feel the loving arms of our 
Heavenly Father holding them closely as 
God provides them with the strength and 
peace they need during this difficult time 
of loss as well as for the days and weeks 
ahead.  May their beautiful memories of 
times they shared with their loved one be 
treasured by them always and bring them 
comfort when they think of their loved 
one in the future.

This guide has been designed to help make 
the funeral planning and other needed 
information a smoother, more informed 
process for you. There are many things 
to think of in a short amount of time that 
you may never have considered. Perhaps 
there are things you or your loved one had 
mentioned in the past that you would like 
to have incorporated into the Celebration 
of Life that you might not think of until 
weeks down the road and wish you had 
remembered to include in the service. 
We hope that this guide will jog those 
memories and make this Celebration 
of Life one that you and your loved one 
would be comfortable with as a beautiful 
tribute to their life here with you.

Your pastor and funeral director will go 
over many things with you in the next 
couple of days. This guide will assist them 
as much as it will assist you. There will be 
space to take notes as you go over your 
planning of the service and there will be 
suggestions of scripture verses and hymns 
that might be appropriate if you cannot 
think of any at this time. Be assured that 
you or your loved one may already have 
chosen other verses and music that may 
also be used and the pastor will be open to 
working those choices into the Celebration 
of Life to bring about a memorable tribute 
to your loved one.

My Father’s house has room to spare. 
If that weren’t the case, would I have 
told you that I’m going to prepare a 
place for you?  When I go to prepare 
a place for you, I will return and take 
you to be with me so that where I am 
you will be too.  

~ John 14:2-3 
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*Please note that the creators of this guide have all had 
experience in planning a funeral for a loved one and/or 
working with families planning funerals as part of their 
profession.  It is their most sincere hope that this guide 
will help make planning your loved one’s funeral a smooth 
process for you and your family.
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Contact Pastor/Funeral Home
The church embraces everyone throughout their life - from their birth and baptism to their dying and death. The 
church strengthens those who remain behind in their mourning and time of grief for their loved one by providing 
comfort, helping with arrangements, providing funeral, memorial and graveside services as well being there for 
them in the future with compassionate care and bereavement ministries.

If the death of your loved one is imminent, and you wish to have a pastor’s presence with you and your loved one, 
please contact the church or pastor and request their presence. The pastor can offer prayers and serve communion 
if desired as well as provide spiritual and moral support for the family in the last moments of your loved one’s 
presence with you. If a loved one passes away suddenly, please contact your church or pastor as soon as possible. 
They can help you through this very difficult time in the days and weeks to come. The pastor may also help with 
notifying others of the your loved one’s passing.

You will also need to contact a funeral home to make arrangements for your loved one’s final wishes. Some 
request traditional burial, others choose cremation before services or after viewing at the visitation. Some 
individuals donate organs or their entire body to science. All of these are appropriate options for Christians. You 
may get recommendations from your pastor or coworkers if you do not already have a preference. A good funeral 
director can be especially helpful if you’re unsure of whom you should notify or what your next steps should be 
in determining the appropriate course of action for your situation and get prices from. It is important to choose a 
funeral home with which you are comfortable.

You can list your contact numbers for your pastor and funeral home below:

Pastor ________________________________________  Phone ________________________________________

Funeral Home   _________________________________  Phone ________________________________________

When visiting with the funeral home, the following information will be helpful to them if you can bring it with 
you to your meeting:

• Please also take a recent photograph and any clothing you’d like the funeral home to use when dressing 
your loved one for the service.

Be sure to get receipts for any payments made, be it funeral home or any third party agencies. Some of these 
expenses are paid up front before the funeral and it will help with staying organized as to what has been paid vs. 
what still needs to be paid after the funeral service is completed.

More than one copy of the death certificate may be needed. The funeral home can acquire those for you. Insurance 
companies, banks, etc. may require a certified copy of the death certificate when settling the estate and claiming 
the life insurance. Funeral homes cannot charge you more than the state fees, but it is less expensive to get the 
number of copies you may need at this time as opposed to getting additional copies later. Death certificates are 
filed by the funeral director with the registrar of Vital Records in the locality where the death occurred.

• Full legal name and home address
• Social security number
• Date of birth
• Place of birth
• Father’s name
• Mother’s maiden name
• Veteran’s discharge papers (DD-214), if applicable

• Highest education
• Occupation
• Chosen place of burial, if applicable
• Clergy name and phone number, if applicable
• Names and relationships of survivors
• Insurance policy information, if applicable
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Notify Others
Notifying friends and relatives of your loved one’s passing is a task that can be shared. Have friends and relatives 
help you or take over this task for you. If it isn’t too painful for you to do on your own, you may want to make 
the contacts yourself.

You may have an obituary already written by your loved one or know what you would like to have in one. Your 
funeral director will help you with this process and will publish it to their website.

You may want to list below a few newspapers and other social media where you would like to consider having 
the obituary published.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Plan Services
There are many options for funeral or memorial services. Sometimes loved ones have already pre-planned their 
funeral and will only require minimal details to finish the planning process, such as the date, time and location of 
the visitation and funeral itself. You may need to take into consideration what is going on within the community 
on the chosen date. The funeral director and pastor can aid you in making this service a special tribute to your 
loved one’s personality and the life they lived.

During the visitation, families may wish to display pictures, collages, albums and items that were dear to their 
loved one. Many funeral homes offer the option of creating a video from your family photos. Check with both the 
church and funeral home for pricing before planning the visitation. Please express your need for tables, easels, 
etc. to the location holding the visitation. Some families hold a visitation at the funeral home as well as an hour 
before the funeral/memorial service at a church. Be sure not to have the visitation for too long of a period, as it is 
very exhausting for the family.  

You may want to make a list below of items you might want to display at the visitation. Make your list throughout 
your time between your service planning and visitation to help you remember to bring certain items with you.
_____________________________________________ __________________________________________

_____________________________________________ __________________________________________

Some services are held soon after the passing of a loved one in the church with the casket or urn present, followed 
by a burial graveside service or inurnment if so chosen. A memorial service may be held after a period of time has 
passed. A service may be held in the church or funeral home in either situation.

There are memories of your loved one that you may like the pastor to share as part of the funeral service.  They 
may be special stories of things they did or enjoyed doing during their life.  Make notes here as to what you may 
want the pastor to include in the funeral service to leave pleasant memories of your loved one for all in attendance.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Designate someone to remain at the house while the visitation and funeral is going on for security and to receive 
guests.

Florists should have flowers delivered no later than an hour before the visitation. This will allow for them to be 
displayed appropriately without interfering with those coming to express their sympathy to the family and/or the 
initial viewing of your loved one before the visitation begins.
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CHRISTIAN SERVICE OF DEATH AND RESURRECTION:

Sometimes referred to as the Celebration of Life, the Christian Service of Death and Resurrection will be arranged 
with the help of the pastor. The following may be discussed with the pastor as part of the funeral or memorial 
service.
The United Methodist Book of Worship suggests the following should be included in the service:

The Lord’s Prayer

Scripture Readings

Some Psalm and Canticle options that may be sung or spoken may be:

Psalm Choice:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Old Testament Lesson options may be as follow:

Isaiah 40:1-8
Isaiah 40:28-31
Exodus 14:5 –14, 19–31 (Israel’s deliverance)
Isaiah 43:1 –3a, 5–7, 13, 15, 18–19, 25; 44:6, 8a (God will deliver)
Isaiah 55:1 –3, 6–13 (Hymn of joy)

Old Testament Lesson Choice:

__________________________________________________________________________________________
New Testament options may be as follow:

1 Corinthians 15:1–2a, 12, 16–18, 20, 35–38 a, 42b –44, 54–55, 57
Revelation 21:1–7
Romans 8:1–2, 11, 14, 17–18, 28, 31–32, 35–39
2 Corinthians 4:5 –18 (Glory in God)
Ephesians 1:15 –23; 2:1–10 (Alive in Christ)
1 Peter 1:3 –9, 13, 21–25 (Blessed by God)
Revelation 7:2 –3, 9–17 (The multitude of the redeemed)

Psalm 42 (UMH 777) 
As a deer longs for flowing streams

Psalm 43 (UMH 778)
You are the God in whom I take refuge

Psalm 46 (UMH 780)
God is our refuge and strength

Psalm 90 (UMH 809)
From everlasting to everlasting

Psalm 91 (UMH 810)
My God in whom I trust          

Psalm 103 (UMH 824)
Bless the Lord, O my soul

Psalm 116 (UMH 837)           
I will lift up the cup of salvation

       

Psalm 121 (UMH 844)           
I lift up my eyes to the hills

Psalm 139 (UMH 854)           
O Lord, you have searched me          

Psalm 145 (UMH 857)           
The Lord is gracious and merciful    
Psalm 146 (UMH 858)
Praise the Lord, O my soul    

Canticle of Hope (UMH 734)
God shall wipe away all our tears        

Canticle of Remembrance (UMH 652)
The souls of the righteous 
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Other suggested scriptures may be: 

Luke 24:13 –35 (Jesus at Emmaus)
John 11:1 –4, 20–27, 32–35, 38–44 (The raising of Lazarus)

New Testament Lesson Choice:

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Hymns / Special Music

Some Hymn Options from The United Methodist Hymnal may be as follow:      

Hymn or Song Choices:

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________

Of course, the above are suggestions. You or your loved one may already have other ideas of what scriptures, 
hymns or other music you will want to include in the service. Your pastor will work through these with you to 
make a service that is memorable for all.  

You may wish to have a soloist or other musician perform live for the service. Be sure that they are available 
once you have decided with the pastor that they will be included in the service to allow them as much time as 
possible to prepare. They may also need music stands, microphones, etc. Be sure to have them let the pastor 
know their needs so that things run smoothly the day of the service. You may list special music vocalists and/or 
instrumentalists below as they come to mind.

_____________________________________________ __________________________________________

You may have a video you would like to have played during the visitation at a church or during the service. You will want to 
make sure that you express this to the pastor as well to be sure that the necessary equipment is available, as not all churches 
have this capability.

 62 All Creatures of Our God and King
530 Are Ye Able
534 Be Still, My Soul
364 Because He Lives
517 By Gracious Powers
684 Christ, Mighty Savior
653 Christ the Victorious
158 Come, Christians, Join to Sing
313 Cristo Vive
687 Day Is Dying in the West
304 Easter People, Raise Your Voices
655 Fix Me, Jesus
711 For All the Saints
438 Forth in Thy Name
128 He Leadeth Me
316 He Rose
654 How Blest Are They Who Trust
  60 I’ll Praise My Maker
169 In Thee Is Gladness
183 Jesu, Thy Boundless Love to Me
469 Jesus Is All the World to Me

509 Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me
452 My Faith Looks Up to Thee
528 Nearer, My God, to Thee
117 O God, Our Help in Ages Past
134 O Mary, Don’t You Weep
247 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright
481 Prayer of Saint Francis
474 Precious Lord, Take My Hand
137 Psalm 23 (King James Version)
754 Psalm 23 
356 Pues si Vivimos
160 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart
161 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart
361 Rock of Ages Cleft for Me
663 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name
303 The Day of Resurrection
138 The King of Love My Shepherd Is
136 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want
308 Thine Be the Glory
525 We’ll Understand It Better By and By
292 What Wondrous Love Is This
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Witnesses

You may want to choose a family member(s), close friends or relatives to speak during a time of sharing. Talk to 
the pastor about this as well as to those individuals to see if they would be willing to share about their friendships 
and memories of your loved one during the service. You could leave this time open to allow those in attendance 
to speak impromptu. When this is the case, the pastor may use his or her discretion as to how many are allowed 
to speak or the length of time that this portion of the service will take to keep the service from going on too long 
for you. You can list those you may want to ask to speak below.
__________________________________________ __________________________________________

__________________________________________ __________________________________________

Pall Bearers

You may or may not wish to have pall bearers. Even for a memorial service, pall bearers may be honorary or not 
used at all. If you have names of individuals you would like to have as pall bearers, you may list them below.
__________________________________________ __________________________________________

__________________________________________ __________________________________________

__________________________________________ __________________________________________

__________________________________________ __________________________________________

Holy Communion

Another option for the funeral or memorial service is the inclusion of Holy Communion. You may discuss having 
this as part of the service or not with your pastor.

Funeral Bulletins

There are choices to be made with personalizing your loved one’s funeral bulletin. Cover choice may often be 
personalized, with a favorite picture of your loved one on the front, or a scene that depicts something that was 
very special or loved by them, such as a scene of a hobby they enjoyed or a scene of a favorite place they liked to 
visit. Some churches have stock bulletins that they use for such occasions.

You can also put special messages on the back, such as a poem, thank you to those attending, etc. You can list your 
choices and ideas to be shared with the pastor below.

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Laying to Rest
Some loved ones already have their final resting place chosen. Depending on their choice of burial and whether 
or not they already have their cemetery, mausoleum or urn niche purchased, these decisions will need to be made 
and coordinated with help of your funeral director. Standard or full military honors may also need to be arranged 
with the help of your funeral director.

Below you may list where and when your loved one will be laid to rest.

Where  ___________________________________________________________________________________

When ____________________________________________________________________________________

Time of Fellowship
Many funerals and memorial services are followed with a meal or refreshments as a time to gather with family 
and friends of your loved one as you remember how your loved one touched their lives. Most churches have a 
committee that takes care of these details for you. Some have a cost for the entire event, while others may provide 
all or part of the food for the event. Your pastor can connect you with the necessary person(s) to make these 
arrangements. While it is almost impossible to estimate the number of people that might attend the fellowship 
time after the service, take into account the day of the week and time of the service. This will help those serving 
to have enough food available as well as tables and chairs.

Some churches make place mats that are created to tie into the funeral/memorial service bulletin.  Place mats made 
on 11 x 17 paper can make for keepsakes for family and friends as well, depending on how they are designed.  
Some use table clothes instead or offer the choice to the family.  

Below is some space for note taking when speaking with the person(s) arranging the time of fellowship for you.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

He will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.’

~ Revelation 21:4



Memorials/Legacies
Often loved ones or their families have designated a charity or place for memorial gifts. When giving to the 
church, such gifts are held in a memorial fund in your loved one’s name with a specific purpose for its use. Once 
the funds are used, some churches recognize the gift in a special dedication service.

Discuss with the pastor and chair of the memorial committee of the church what should be done with any gifts 
given in your loved one’s name to the church. Be sure to leave the appropriate contact information of the assigned 
person responsible for memorial decisions for any later gifts.

Options for memorial gifts are:
•     Scholarships
•     Endowment Fund
•     Ministries of the Church
 Music Ministry
 Children’s Ministry
 Youth Ministry
 Etc.
• Charities
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Peace I leave with you. My peace I 
give you. I give to you not as the world 
gives. Don’t be troubled or afraid. 
                                        ~ John 14:27      



Care Moving Forward
Once the funeral or memorial service is over, often times those who remain behind need to speak with others 
about their grieving process. The pastor, as well as the funeral home and hospitals, can assist you with finding a 
group that can help you past the initial loss of your loved one. 

Some churches have periodic grief support ministries, as well as connections with Christian counselors to help 
you work through your loss in a healthy way. Hospitals can also help connect you with other grief recovery 
support groups in your area.

Following are a few links to grief support groups and resources.  Never be afraid to ask for help.  You do not have 
to go through this alone.

GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk through one of life’s most difficult 
experiences with you so that you don’t feel you are going though this process alone.   
https://www.griefshare.org/

The Compassionate Friends is a resource that helps support families after a child dies.
https://www.compassionatefriends.org/

Web Healing offers links to grief resources. 
http://webhealing.com/

When Families Grieve was created by Sesame Street Workshop to help  children understand death and 
offers ideas for communicating how to cope together as well as ways to move forward with your children after 
your loss.
https://www.sesamestreet.org/toolkits/grief

Barr Harris Children’s Grief Center has a list of helpful children’s books for all ages, preschool 
through high school that can be found online.
http://barrharris.org/for-your-child/books-about-death-for-children/ 

The pastor may have other options that are available to you as well.  You can write that information here:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

*Sources:
“The United Methodist Hymnal”
“The Book of Worship”
www.umcdiscipleship.org
“Funerals and Memorials” brochure from Broadmoor UMC in Baton Rouge, LA
“A Consumer’s Guide to Arranging a Funeral”, by the Department of Health in the State of New York
www.kurtzmemorialchapel.com

Look, I will be with you every day 
until the end of this present age.

~ Matthew 28:20b



I won’t leave you as orphans. I will come 
to you. Soon the world will no longer 
see me, but you will see me. Because I 
live, you will live too.

~ John 14:18-19


