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Introduction



Gratitude and Objective

 Gratitude: 
To the organizers, especially Bev Amperse and 
Amy Johnson, for their kindness.

 Objective: 
(Re)discover the biblical inspiration to pursue     

justpeace, even in adverse circumstances. 



Our Inspiration

“Steadfast love and faithfulness 
meet together; 

Justice/righteousness and peace 
kiss each other.”

Psalm 85:10



Memories of 
my last  visit 
to central 
America

June 2019

La Terminal, 
Ciudad de 
Guatemala

La Limonada, 
Ciudad de 
Guatemala

Comayaguela, 
Tegucigalpa, 

Honduras 









i. The 
meaning of 
justpeace





1.1 Shalom:  
THE Meaning of JUSTPeace

 In Hebrew, shalom expresses:
 “Completeness,” “soundness,” “wellbeing” 
 Used when praying for another’s welfare

 It also expresses: 
 “Harmony and concord”
 Used when praying for the good of a city or a country



SHALOM

It can also be translated as: 

To make 
amends To restore

To be (and 
make) 
peace 

Shalom has strong 
associations with truth, justice 

and righteousness 
(personal and public 

integrity)



1.2 Eirene: 
The Meaning of JUSTPeace
 The Greek word “eirene” is used to translate 

“shalom” in the New Testament.
 The word has the “full content of the Old Testament 
‘shalom’ and nearly always carries a spiritual 
connotation” (New Bible Dictionary)

 The breadth of its New Testament meaning is 
apparent in its linking with “grace,” “life” and 
“righteousness” (see especially Romans 1:7, 8:6 and 
14:17).

 It is commonly used in benedictions, “May God 
himself, the God of peace (eirene) sanctify you 
through and through” (1 Thess 5:23).



GROUP DISCUSSION: 
The Work of Christ Brings

Shalom:

With God
Romans 
5:1-2
Colossians 
1:19-20

With Others
1 Peter 
3:10-12
Romans 
12:17-21

With Creation
Genesis 
1-3
Romans 
8:18-21
Colossian
s 1:15-20



More than the Absence of 
Conflict

 “Peace (shalom) between human beings is part 
of the purpose for which Christ died and of the 
Spirit’s works, but man must also be active to 
promote it, not merely as the elimination of 
discord, but as the harmony and true functioning 
of the Body of Christ.”

New Bible Dictionary  



2. Justice



2.1 
Dimensions 

of 
Justice

• People receive fair 
shares;

• Only punished if guilty
Distribution

• Legitimately acquired 
and exercisedPower

• Similars treated similarly;
• Disputes resolved even-

handedly (no favoritism)
Equity

• Rights upheld
• Entitlements honoredRights



Can we combine these 
dimensions?

“Justice entails the exercise of 
legitimate power to ensure that 
benefits and penalties are 
distributed fairly and equitably in 
society, thus meeting the rights 
and enforcing the obligations of 
all parties.”  

Chris Marshall, The Little Book 
of Justice  



2.2 Thinking Biblically about Justice: 
God’s Character

 Psalm 11:7
“For the Lord is righteous, he loves 

justice; the upright will see his face.”
Moses onward 

“Justice” distinguishes God’s will and 
activities that flow from it (New Bible 
Dictionary).

God is loving, compassionate, but 
hates evil (Exodus 34: 6-7).



2.3 Tsedaqah

 In modern English, justice involves “fairness and equity;” 
righteousness connotes moral purity and personal piety.

 In Hebrew, a single word 

Tsedaqah
 is translated as justice or righteousness;

 Thus, biblically, justice includes returning things to a “right” 
state and righteousness includes “doing justice.”



Tsedaqah

 Commonly translated in the Bible as 
 Righteousness 
 Fairness
 Justice
 Doing the right thing 
 Equity
 Integrity

 This term entails the idea of "human well being" as well “right 
behavior.”

 Jehovah Tsidkenu -- the Lord our Righteousness (Jer. 23:6).  
 In the Hebrew tradition, helping the poor is known as

Tsedaqah



2.4 Mishpat

Consists of primary justice and rectifying 
justice. 

Primary justice is the presence of 
relationships that reflect and uphold the 
inherent rights of human beings.
 “I will make justice the measuring line and righteousness the plumb 

line.” (Isaiah 28:17)

 “Blessed are those who act justly, who always do what is right.”
(Psalm 106:3) 



Justice is Relational

 Our God is personal and relational.

 Justice is not abstract; it is an expression of God’s will 
embedded in personal and community relationships.

 We are to “do” justice, both 
 Before God (by obeying his will) and 

 Before our neighbors (living out his will in our human 
relationships).

 This is precisely we must denounce racism as an injustice 
against God and against human beings

 That we treat our fellow humans with the respect and 
dignity they deserve is an issue of doing justice!



Justice is 
Punitive 
and
Redemptive

Justice has a punitive 
dimension.  
• See Exodus 34:6-7 

and Romans 12:19

It also has 
redemptive 
purpose:  
•“Deliver me from 

bloodguilt…and my 
tongue will sing of your 
righteousness 
(sedaqa).”  Psalm 51: 
14

Etymologically, 
justice now 

incorporates 
“divine pity, love 

and grace.”

“If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful 

and just to forgive 
our sins…”  1 John 

1: 9  



Justice 
and 
Mercy

not
justice 
or 
mercy!

“Administer true justice; show mercy and 
compassion to one another.”  

Zechariah 7: 9

Compassionate understanding is praised:  
“The Lord is compassionate and 

gracious…he does not treat us as our sins 
deserve…”  Psalm 103: 8,9

Justice co-exists with mercy in relationship.



When SHALOM and JUSTICE 
are PURSUED  together…

 JUSTICE PLAYS VERY IMPORTANT 
FUNCTIONS IN SOCIETY AS WELL 
AS THE LIVES OF COMMUNITIES, 
FAMILIES AND INDIVIDUALS



FIVE FUNCTIONS OF JUSTICE

RESCUES 
victims and 

transforms them 
into survivors  

CONFRONTS 
perpetrators and 

seeks their 
transformation 

through the its other 
functions

CORRECTS 
and holds perpetrators accountable,

which is also contributes to their liberation 

REPAIRS
Promotes the vindication of the rights of 

survivors through compensation, 
symbolic reparation, etc., allowing 

repentant former perpetrators to show 
their process of transformation   

RESTORES 
making individuals, families 

and communities whole again



• is the image of God flourishing on earth.
• is present when there are right relationships 
with God, with out fellow human beings and 
with the rest of creation. 

• is present when human relationships are as 
they should be according to God’s will, 
following the example of Jesus’ life. 

Justice… 



Conclusion

Biblical justice is concerned with living out God’s commands in 
personal and community relationships. It is about how we treat 
other human beings and the rest of God´s creation.

While procedurally, we are to be free from favoritism; 
substantively, justice incorporates fairness and equity, but also 
righteousness (personal and public integrity), mercy, and 
concern for the poor and marginalized.

There are five fundamental functions that justice (biblically 
understood) plays in the lives of individuals, communities and 
society:

Justice rescues, confronts, corrects, repairs and restores. 

In conclusion, we can say that Justice… 

…is the image of God flourishing on earth.

…is present when there are right relationships with God, with out 
fellow human beings and with the rest of creation. 

…is present when human relationships are as they should be 
according to God’s will, following the example of Jesus’ life.
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