
2023 Annual Conference 
April 27-29, 2023   
Minneapolis, MN 

REGISTRATION 

Absolute deadline to register for Annual Conference is Monday, March 20, 2023 

Note: Cancellations after March 20, for whatever reason, will result in the loss of your conference registration fee. 
PAUMCS National Member Registration $350 

Non-Member Registration $400 (can direct $50 to membership) 
Guest Registration: $200 (covers meals, not conference) 

Virtual Member Registration $150 
Virtual Non-Member Registration $200 (can direct $50 to membership) 

Souvenir Charm: $15 
Wednesday, April 26 Pre-Conference Outing : $60  

Make checks payable to PAUMCS and mail with a copy of your online registration form to: 
Registrar: Denise Poetter - 3270 Sibley Memorial Highway, Eagan, MN 55121 

OR 

Click here to register: https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=717820& 

HOTEL INFORMATION 

Deadline to reserve with PAUMCS rate is April 4, 2023 

Embassy Suites by Hilton Minneapolis Airport –  

 Rooms are $139 for King Suite, $159 for Two Queen Suite 

 All rooms are suites with separate seating areas (w/ convertible couch beds), fridge, 

microwave, etc. 

 Big rooms, perfect for sharing with one or two others.  

 Free transportation to the airport and Mall of America.   

 Free breakfast and evening snacks and beverages  

 ONLY through the PAUMCS room block you also get free Wi-Fi and free parking. 

 

Easy access to walking paths as well as Mall of America 
 

Click here to reserve your room: https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/paumcshybridnationalannualmeeting/  
 

OR  
 

Call hotel directly at 952-854-1000 and mention PAUMCS when making reservation 

https://na.eventscloud.com/ereg/index.php?eventid=717820&
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/paumcshybridnationalannualmeeting/


SPEAKERS AND PREACHERS 

Opening Session—Minnesota is awaiting the appointment of a new Bishop.  We have high hopes for them to preach at our 

opening worship! 

Thursday Afternoon – Jody Pfarr, JPfarr Consulting (jpfarr.com)  

Jodi describes her work as “Unlocking the power of awareness.” Another title it could be “Why 

won’t they just do it my way!” Together we will explore how life experiences give us different 

filters and different approaches to tasks. Then take it to the next step of finding points of 

connections that unlock potential. 

Jodi grew up in a rural area and lives in an urban city, giving her a keen understanding of both 

demographics as well as the diversity and unique dynamics within both.  She brings audiences 

the knowledge she has gained from years of hands-on experience within the criminal justice 

system, social services, religious institutions, and nonprofit organizations. This vast work 

experience enriches her presentation with stories from the trenches that audiences often find 

relatable and transferable into their own lives. 

Since 2001, Jodi Pfarr has worked internationally conducting impactful seminars that leave people learning and laughing. She 

served as Executive Director, Emma Norton Services and has a sweet spot in her heart for United Methodist Women (now 

Women in Faith). She earned a Master of Divinity from United Theological Seminary among other degrees and certificates.  

Friday Morning Devotions – Rev. Dr. Genia Garrett  

Genia has served churches in Iowa, Virginia, Alabama and now Minnesota.  She seeks to be a 

minister of the gospel that is relational – a deep relationship with God reflecting the image of 

Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit to do greater works than these. She feels strongly 

that children, teens, and young adults need a church that is relatable to daily application for 

living holy while enjoying life.   

Friday Workshop – Rev. Susan Nienaber, Director of Congregational Vitality, MN Conference UMC  

Susan spent many years as a church consultant and has published numerous articles on con-

gregational vitality and conflict resolution.  She has served as a district superintendent and 

now serves the MN Conference equipping and resourcing congregations to be healthy and 

vital. When asked she will tell you her favorite topics to teach on are change, adaptation, and 

conflict resolution. 



SPEAKERS AND PREACHERS (cont.) 

Friday Workshop – Rev. Chris Carr, Diakon Security Consulting (diakonconsulting.com/about)  

Chris has 18 years of experience working in the private sector security industry.   His 

work has included directorial oversight and leadership, as well as program 

development and innovation, in diverse settings across a wide spectrum of cultures 

and environments. Alongside this work, he has spent over 20 years serving as staff 

and clergy in congregations.  He has a deep passion for connecting with people in 

ways that can inspire change and challenge the mindset of what it means to create 

both safe and inclusive communities.   

Saturday Worship – Rev. Cynthia Williams  

Cynthia Williams, grew up Baptist in Tennessee, spent two decades in the financial services 

industry prior to attending seminary and lived in major cities across the United States—

including Houston, Dallas, Philadelphia, and Chicago. She left the corporate world in 2001 after 

a spiritual awakening led her to spend time exploring how to live a life of purpose. She was 

ordained as an elder in 2015, serving local churches until appointed District Superintendent. 

Williams’ longstanding passions are coaching and teaching—and she’s always been focused on 

aligning all functions and activities around a common purpose, vision, and strategy.  



2023 CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 

Thursday, April 27, 2023—Acknowledging the Chaos (In the midst of the storm) 

11:00 AM Welcome and Greeting 

11:15 AM Worship 

12:00 PM Lunch 

 1:00 PM Regather 

 1:15 PM Teaching Session—Jodi Pfarr 

 2:45 PM Break 

 3:15 PM Teaching Session—Jodi Pfarr 

 4:45 PM Daily Wrap Up 

 5:30 PM Dinner 

 6:30 PM Optional Focus Groups (Church by size, Conference Staff, Agencies) 

 

Friday, April 28, 2023—Moving Forward (Knowing better, doing better) 

8:30 AM  Devotions and Memorials 

9:00 AM  Presentation—Emma Norton Services 

9:30 AM  Break 

10:00 AM Teaching Session—Susan Nienaber 

12:00 PM Lunch 

1:00 PM  Regather 

1:15 PM  Teaching Session—Susan Nienaber 

2:45 PM  Break 

3:15 PM  Teaching Session—Chris Carr 

4:45 PM  Daily Wrap Up 

5:15 PM  Buses Depart for Riverboat Cruise 

10:00 PM Buses Return to Hotel 

 

Saturday, April 29, 2023—Going Forth (Are we all in?) 

8:00 AM  Devotions 

8:15 AM  Business Meeting 

9:45 AM  Break 

10:00 AM Teaching Session—TBA 

12:00 PM Break 

12:30 PM Banquet, Sending Worship, Certification Honors, and Installation of Officers 

 



PRE-CONFERENCE OUTING—WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2023 

Tale of Twin Cities - coach bus tour with professional guide 

The Twin Cities are more fraternal than identical, which makes our A Tale Of Twin Cities tour so interesting. Learn why it’s said 

you date Minneapolis and marry St Paul. Or why Mark Twain allegedly said, “St Paul is the last great city of the east and Minneap-

olis is the first great city of the west”. Situated along the mighty Mississippi River, with downtowns only seven miles apart, Min-

neapolis and St Paul each began as tiny immigrant towns and grew up together, eventually forming a cohesive metropolis that’s 

part bustling city, part sleepy suburbs, part natural beauty, and all uniquely Minnesota. 

Sights: 

Minnehaha Falls 

State Capitol Building 

Cathedral of Saint Paul 

Summit Avenue 

First Avenue 

Mary Tyler Moore Statue 

Mississippi River 

Stone Arch Bridge 

Mill District 

St Anthony Falls 

Basilica of St Mary 

Nicollet Island 

Iconic Buildings - IDS & Foshay 

Guthrie Theater 

Mill City Museum 

Prince Landmarks 

Bob Dylan Mural 

Sports Stadiums - USBank, Target Field, and Target Center 

Much more! 

 

Departing from hotel at 1 pm 

$60 per person, limited to 28 people  



RIVERBOAT DINNER CRUISE —FRIDAY, APRIL 28, 2023 

Enjoy a spectacular river cruise and dinner down the mighty Mississippi River. Buses will leave the hotel at 5:15 pm Friday and re-

turn you to the hotel by 10:00 pm. 

(Included in price of registration? Guest tickets available? Any other info to add?) 

MISSION PROJECT — EMMA NORTON SERVICES 

Emma Norton, founded in 1917, is a nonprofit organization that ensures that hundreds of women, 
individuals, and families who have experienced homelessness and the additional challenges of chemical 
dependency, mental health, or a chronic health condition, have a safe, supportive, and affordable home from 
which to grow and thrive. Emma Norton provides affordable housing, basic needs, and support services in an 
environment that fosters stability, encourages personal growth, and builds community. For more 
information, please visit www.emmanorton.org 
 

Donation needs:  

- Household cleaning supplies: disinfectant, floor cleaner, sponges, dish soap 

- Bed sheets: queen, full, and twin 

- Disposable masks 

- Paper Towels 

- Toilet Paper 

- Ethnic hair care 

http://www.emmanorton.org/index.htm


PAUMCS MISSION STATEMENT  

The mission of the Professional Administrators of The United Methodist Connectional Structure is to pro-

vide a supportive base for the unity and fellowship of its members in order to provide individual growth, 

professional development, continuing education, and spiritual enrichment.  

A BRIEF HISTORY  

The Professional Administrators of The United Methodist Connectional Structure was organized on April 

14, 1982, in Dallas, Texas. Since the beginning, meetings have been held annually, a quarterly newslet-

ter published, by–laws and logo adopted, working committees appointed, chapters organized, and Certi-

fication Institute established.  

Legislation was adopted at the 1988 General Conference stating the General Council on Finance and 

Administration (GCFA) has the authority and responsibility: “To provide guidance and consultation for 

continuing education of church secretaries, including establishment of training and certification programs, 

and to provide assistance to the Professional Association of United Methodist Church Administra-

tors.” (United Methodist Book of Discipline, 2016, ¶807.18).  

CERTIFICATION  

The Institute for Professional Administrators of The United Methodist Connectional Structure is an online 

certification course. All United Methodist church administrators, general agency, episcopal, district and 

annual conference office personnel may sign-up. Only national PAUMCS members whose annual dues 

are paid are eligible for certification after successfully completing the course of study.  

Please visit www.paumcs.org for more information about PAUMCS.  

AM I REGISTERED FOR THE CONFERENCE? 
Upon receipt of your registration and payment, the registrar will email a schedule and detailed info about the event to you.  

WHO CAN I CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION? 
Please contact the registrar:  Denise Poetter at poetterd@gmail.com  

http://www.paumcs.org
mailto:dpoetter@riverhillsumc.org

