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Advent Thought
It’s that time of year when everybody is busy! Parents are busy
preparing homes and hiding places for holiday treats and gifts.
Schools are preparing children to be just about midway through the
state regulated curriculum. Merchants are busy stocking storage
rooms with all the stuff we claim to need so badly. Churches are busy
preparing for Christmas plays, rehearsing carols, and even bracing
for seasonally expected increases in hospital visits and death
calls. Everybody is busy, but is everybody fruitful? There is a
difference between busy-ness and fruitfulness. We can get so busy
doing “stuff,” that we can look up, decades would have passed us by,
and we’d still have nothing to show for it. This holy season, do
something different! Ask God to not just enable your hands to work,
but enable them to produce something that will have a lasting impact.
“O prosper the work of our hands!”

Merry Christmas
To you and your families
From
The PAUMCS Executive Committee
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Tish Schultheiss

Dear Sisters and Brothers in the Gospel,
If you are like me this time of year, you do not know which way is up or which way is down. We
are so busy here at the church with all the special, wonderful things that take place at the
church during this season, but we are also thankful for all the blessings that Heavenly Father has
given us. We made it through the pumpkins coming and going, the trunk-a-treat, the All Saints’
Sunday, the Wholeness and Healing Service, Charge Conference, the UMW Fall Bazaar and our
Consecration Sunday. And now on to the next wonderful events of the Advent season. God is
Good!
I love this time of the year – all the Christmas music, the tree trimming, the beautiful lights of
all colors, all the smells coming from the kitchen and the most wonderful thing of all, being with
family. I just had a new addition to my family two weeks ago. A beautiful baby girl named
Sadie Gray. She is perfect (of course, I am just her grandmother). This makes 4 grandchildren (1
boy, 3 girls, poor Dylan!) I am truly blessed.
One of our family Christmas traditions is on Christmas morning after the grandchildren have seen
what Santa has brought them, the grandparents make an appearance to see all the wonderful
items they have received for Christmas. They are so excited at that point and want to show us
everything at one time. We play with all the toys and the girls do a fashion show for us if they
have received some new outfits. What a great morning. Then we get ready to eat what we call
a brunch. I usually make a breakfast casserole and the girls help us make some cinnamon rolls.
Then we open our presents to each other and by that time, everyone wants a nap.
I am so glad that Heavenly Father gave us families. Family is the primary unit of the Kingdom of
God. My prayer is that God will hold each of you and your families close this holiday season and
give you peace and joy.
We have so many exciting things happening in PAUMCS right now. More information and details
will be coming soon. One thing that you need to do is plan on coming to Wichita, KS in April of
2016. This is going to be one of the best conferences every. Remember that you need to
resister online at our webpage – www.paumcs.org. The Great Plains Chapter of PAUMCS is going
to take you on a wonderful trip down the “yellow brick road.”
I am grateful for PAUMCS and each of you this Advent season. I wish you a very Merry Christmas
and a wonderful New Year filled with joy and peace.
May God bless each of you,
Tish Schultheiss
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Barbara Buck

Do You Have a Heart for Service?
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
Romans 12:1 (KJV)
Not long after I joined my local PAUMCS chapter, I was asked to serve as as the Newsletter
Editor. At first, I quaked in my shoes, hesitant and uncertain that I was capable. Next, I was
reassured by supporting members and lifted up by their encouragement. Then I was reminded
by the Scriptures that the request before me wasn't about me...it was about serving the Lord.
I accepted the nomination to serve and have been actively involved in my local chapter ever
since, serving many roles in the organization. Just a few years ago, while attending the
National PAUMCS Conference, during the business meeting, there was an opening on the PTS
Committee. A dear PAUMCS sister and friend, asked if I was interested in being nominated.
Again, I quaked. Again, I hesitated. And again, I was reassured, encouraged and reminded. It
was exciting and terrifying at the same time! I had to stand and speak in the presence of the
large body of PAUMCS members, introducing myself. Offering my reasons for being worthy of
this position. Once again, I stepped out in faith, knowing that it wasn't about me, that it was
about serving the Lord. This past April, I was approached, asked if I would be willing to serve
again, this time on the Nominations Committee. I found myself feeling more at ease and calm
about accepting this nomination, so I eagerly agreed. Still, I was nervous and fearful about
presenting myself to the PAUMCS membership body. Yet, again, I knew that I was making
myself available to the Lord. After the election, I was asked if I would be willing to serve as
the Chair of the Nominations Committee, which in turn means a position on the Executive
Committee. WHOA!!! All those fears and insecurities rushed back into my spirit. Me??? I wasn't
executive committee material. I had no experience worthy of this role. Yet again, the Holy
Spirit came over me and calmed me. This isn't about me. It's about my heart to serve the
Lord. He will enable and equip me for serving, so long as I sacrifice myself to Him.
Soon, your Nominations Committee will be in search of members with a heart to serve the
Lord through PAUMCS. If you have that heart and willingness to step out in faith by serving on
a committee, please contact a Nominations Committee member. Members of the committee
include: Denise Louis, Kyle Henderson, Lynn Campbell, Tonia Bennett, Pam Mullay and
myself.

His faithful and loving servant,
Barbara Buck
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Mary Schramm

Hello from your PTS (Professional Training & Standards) Committee! The Chapters have kept
us very busy this year. So far, we have approved Continuing Education Units for 7 Chapter
events. Our Committee is constantly seeking ways that individuals who are members of
PAUMCS and do not have a Chapter to host events can find creative courses that they can
take to help maintain their Certification. Along with Community College Computer Courses,
please remember that the “Bridges Out of Poverty” Course is an approved class. You must
get the course approved ahead of time and you must receive a certificate for completion.
Definition for Continuing Education Unit (CEU): One CEU is defined as Ten (10) contact
hours of participation in an organized continuing education experience under responsible
sponsorship, capable direction and qualified instruction. Business Meetings, Worship Services,
breaks, meals, snacks and fellowship/gathering times are not to be considered. Contact hours
of less than 10 but not less than 5 will be granted .5 CEU (Example: an 8-hour
workshop/seminar would be equal to .5 CEU.)
You need to meet the above requirements to maintain your certification as a Certified United
Methodist Church Secretary/Administrative Assistant.
Maintaining your Certification as a Professional United Methodist Church Secretary is required
every two years. Maintain national membership in the Professional Association of United
Methodist Church Secretaries (PAUMCS) with dues current and paid in full for the calendar
year.
Another responsibility of our Committee is to promote and award Scholarships to Annual
Conferences from the Leslie Bayles Memorial Scholarship Fund. The updated Scholarship
Request Forms have been uploaded to the PAUMCS website and are available for download.
(www.paumcs.org – Annual Conference – Scholarships) is the path to follow. The amount of
the scholarships for the 2016 Annual Conference in Wichita, Kansas has not been determined
yet, but you can go ahead and start gathering all your paperwork to apply. We have already
had 6 scholarship applications turned in. Please remember that you do not have to be a
National Member to apply for a Scholarship, but National Members will be given preference.
Others may apply, but have to wait for notification until National Members are completed.
Individuals and Chapters can make donations to the Leslie Bayles Memorial Scholarship Fund
in honor and/or memory of coworkers, friends, and loved ones. An offering is also taken at
our Annual Conference that is designated for this Scholarship Fund. Monies contributed to this
fund do enable us to help more people to attend our Annual Conferences. From 2009-2015 a
total of 69 individuals have received assistance to help offset the costs of attending the
Conference. Church Budgets, District Budgets and Conference Budgets have been cut so your
contributions are crucial! I look forward to seeing all of you in Wichita in April 2016.
Please know that you can always contact me at mcmarbear@comcast.net
Mary Schramm, PTS Chair.
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Rhonda Ramsey/Treasurer

Fund Balances (10/31/15)
General Fund
Scholarship Fund
Promotional Items Fund
Annual Conference Fund
Endowment Fund
Total Funds Balance

$124,509.59
$3,748.83
($3,429.38)
$12,201.15
$56,051.43
$193,081.62

Account Balances (10/31/14)
PAUMCS Savings @ GCFA
Administrative Checking Account
Administrative Money Market Account
Administrative Savings Account
Endowment Fund @ GCFA
Total Account Balances

$19,935.94
$26,402.05
$90,647.20
$45.00
$56,051.43
$193,081.62

There’s no place like home! PAUMCS 2016 Annual conference in Wichita, Kansas, is fast
approaching. As you make plans for the conference, please remember you will have the
opportunity to make a donation to the Leslie Bayles Memorial Scholarship Fund and the
Touching Tomorrow Today Endowment Fund. Forms and brochures will be available for you at
the conference if you desire to make a donation in memory or in honor of someone special to
you. An offering will be taken during the Saturday evening worship service for the Leslie
Bayles Scholarship Fund. Please pray about the future of PAUMCS as you consider contributing
to these funds.

The Vital Link

News from the GCFA Liaison

Page 7

Natalie Schuette

Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year to you from GCFA.
Your Executive Committee and United Methodist Church agency staff have been working
together on a couple of projects to help enhance the ministry of PAUMCS. I am excited to
announce the progress of the two main projects beginning next year.
The Executive Committee and GCFA are developing an online database specifically for PAUMCS.
This tool maintains contact and certification information and allows you to pay your dues
securely online. We are grateful for the opportunity to work together and will introduce this new
site to you at the 2016 Annual Conference in Wichita.
Caitlin Congdon, Director of Communications Training and Development for United Methodist
Communications (UMCOM), met with the Executive Committee in October to discuss making the
certification class an online program. We are pleased to announce that development is
underway. We are working with a focus group of PAUMCS members to get input from within the
organization. Making the certification available online will help reach more potential candidates
from all over. It will also help lower costs. Enhanced course materials are being developed to
enable you to finish your work at your own pace.
Let’s congratulate the 2015 certification class that was approved at the November GCFA board
meeting. The persons seeking recertification were also approved. For more information on the
certification course or any questions, please contact me at nschuette@gcfa.org.
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PAUMCS Mission Statement
The mission of The Professional Association of United Methodist Church Secretaries is to provide a
supportive base for the unity and fellowship of members in order to provide individual growth,
professional development, continuing education, and spiritual enrichment.

TISH SCHULTHEISS | President
P: 336-812-4808
tschultheiss@wesleymemorial.org

JOSIE HICKOM | Finance Chair
P: 706-291-6113
rocangc@bellsouth.net

DIANNE BEAM | Vice President
P: 704-996-1744
diannebeam@roadrunner.com

CHRIS GROSSON | Membership
P: 609-877-7788
numc@nolensvilleumc.org

TINA WHITAKER | Secretary
P: 210-408-4529 (888-349-4195 Toll Free)
F: 210-579-7392
twhitaker@riotexas.org

BARBARA BUCK | Nominations

RHONDA RAMSEY | Treasurer
P: 269-685-5113 ~ F: 269-685-0602

rhonda.ramsey567@gmail.com
GAIL DOUGLAS-BOYKIN |
Communications
P: 917-692-0919
gboykin903@yahoo.com

P: 660-665-8497
mtdo8497@gmail.com
MARY SCHRAMM |
Professional Training & Standards
P & F: 410-256-6479
mcmarbear@comcast.net
NATALIE SCHUETTE | GCFA Liaison
P: 615-369-2320 ~ F: 615.329.3394
nschuette@gcfa.org
CONNIE CHRISTOPHER | 2016 Site Chair
bugs2160@cox.net
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