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From the President ’s Desk
Grace and peace my fellow laborers in the vineyard,
As I think about the current state of our church and world, so many things
swirl around in my head, which is probably part of the reason why I have
suddenly been plagued with migraine headaches. Let me tell you those
headaches are not for the faint of heart. Don’t worry, I have seen a doctor.
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In thinking about things going on in the church and the world and how
everyone seems to be worrying about all sorts of things, some we can
control and change and some we cannot, the following thoughts also came
to mind.
Since the beginning of time, people have been intrigued with the future. It is
human nature to want to know what’s going to happen before it actually
does. Some even hire fortune tellers who claim to know the future. But only
God knows the end from the beginning and what is to come! Because of His
great love for His children, He puts blinders on our eyes so that we can’t see.
He really wants our complete trust. There’s a beautiful song titled, “If We
Could See Beyond Today,” and the words of the last verse go like this: “If we
could see, if we could know, we often say. But God in love a veil doth throw
across our way. We cannot see what lies before, and so we cling to Him the
more. He leads us till this life is o’er. Trust and obey, yes trust and obey.”
Trusting Jesus is what it all boils down to! If you knew what would happen
next week, next month, the next General Conference or several years
ahead—you probably wouldn’t be leaning on Jesus! I remembered that
there’s no need to fear the future if you allow God to control your life.
Consult with Him on all your decisions and plans! Jeremiah 29:11 (NIV) says
that He has “plans to prosper you and not to harm you.” God is the only one
who absolutely knows your future, and He’s excited about guiding you
through it. All you need to do is get out of the driver’s seat, move on over to
the passenger side, and allow God to do the driving!
As I try not to worry about what will happen to the United Methodist Church
and how it will impact PAUMCS, I focus on the following scripture; "So do
not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is enough for today. ~ Matthew 6:34 NRSV
The journey continues,

Gail Douglas-Boykin

Vice President, Rhonda Ramsey
Plans are coming into focus for 20/20 PAUMCS National Annual Conference, Keeping our Eyes on Christ, April 16-18,
20/20 at the Hilton Kansas City Airport Hotel in Kansas City, Missouri. It’s never too early to start making plans to
attend and experience the community of a National Conference of PAUMCS.
It is with a heavy heart that I am reporting that there are no plans in place for any future PAUMCS National Annual
Conferences. I understand the time and commitment involved in hosting an annual conference, but we need you to
take that first step; take that leap of faith, for nothing is impossible with God.
I want to share with you what one conference did for me. My first conference was the 20th annual conference in
Chicago, Illinois, April 11-14, 2002. I came as a beaten down, local church secretary with low self-esteem. I had fought
my way to attend the 2001 Certification Class and was to receive my certificate at the Celebration Banquet. I really
didn’t know what to expect, but was pleasantly surprised. I remember thinking, I’m not alone. I was greatly
encouraged by the speakers as well as by the PAUMCS Executive Committee. The theme that year was “Refresh your
spirit in the Windy City” and that’s exactly how I felt at the end of the conference. I have told people that PAUMCS
saved my life. It gave me a new confidence, a mission and a ministry.
Please reach out to Gail Douglas-Boykin with a letter of invitation today. Put your PAUMCS executive committee to
work helping you in planning a future conference. You never know whose life you might change.
Blessings,

Rhonda Ramsey

Mark your calendars and plan to attend!
More information coming soon!
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Report of the Membership Chair
Membership Update:
As of today we have 266 paid PAUMCS members. Welcome to all of the
new members for 2019 and a big thank you to those who have renewed
their membership.
Please share information about PAUMCS with others in your area. Networking through PAUMCS has been vital to me,
not to mention all I have learned at conferences! When I changed positions from a church office to a district office I
had a built in group of district administrative assistants in PAUMCS who were available to share information with me.
What a blessing!
The PAUMCS membership brochure can be found at: http://paumcs.org/?page_id=874
Let me know if I can be of assistance to you!

Renee Farrar
Membership Chair

Certification
Greetings from GCFA,
I am pleased to report that we have 30 participants enrolled in the 2019 PAUMCS Online Certification
Course. The course began on June 1 and will run until mid-August.
Thank you,

Natalie Schuette

For more information about the certification program go to:
PAUMCS.org and click on On Line Certification.
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Financial Link

Josie C. Hickom, Treasurer

Fund Balances as of 05/31/2019
General Fund
Undesignated Operating
Money Market
GCFA Savings
General Fund Total
Scholarship Fund
Promotional Fund
Annual Conference Fund
Endowment Fund
TOTAL FUNDS BALANCE

$12,703.97
$69,746.81
$23,281.61
$105,732.39
$2,837.41
$91.97
$22,248.51
$61,399.97
$192,310.25

Account Balances as of 05/31/2019
GCFA Savings Account
Administrative Checking Account
Administrative Money Market Account
Endowment Fund at GCFA

$23,281.61
$37,881.86
$69,746.81
$61,399.97

TOTAL ACCOUNT BALANCES

$192,310.25

What’s new on the Financial Front?
As I sit to write this article, I look back over what has happened in the first 6 months of the year. My
first thought is where has the year gone. It seems like it was just yesterday that we were finalizing
plans for our “Conference at Sea” and now we are looking forward to Kansas City. Our church is
facing some very controversial times ahead, but my prayer is that the members of PAUMCS find a
way to stay together and support one another as we move forward.
The 2020 budget was presented at the Business Meeting on March 17 and approved as submitted. We will continue
to monitor our spending and income and be good stewards of the finances.
As previously reported no offerings were collected on board ship, which means no additions were made to the Leslie
Bayles Scholarship Fund. So please remember that donations can be made at any time by sending your donation
directly to Josie Hickom or for online donations go to the PAUMCS website, PAUMCS.org. In the same way you can
donate to the “Touching Tomorrow Today Endowment Fund”.
The PAUMCS online store is still open for shopping. Special promotions are made available on a regular basis, so visit
the site often. PAUMCS doesn’t make any money from your shopping, but we use this as a way of promoting the
organization.

Bev Ampersé , Chair, Finance Committee
bevamp@cox.net
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Report of the PTS Chair
As I write this update, I have just returned from the Western North Carolina Annual Conference as a district delegate
at-large. Even though I have been a delegate before, this voting year was a learning experience for me. I almost wish I
had submitted a CEU request to PAUMCS!
Isn’t life every day a continuing education experience if we keep our hearts open to God? While the PAUMCS
Professional Training & Standards Committee cannot grant CEUs for your daily education, the committee can approve
workshops, seminars and conferences you attend at least 30 days prior to the event. The prior notification allows the
PTS committee time to review the event information and to be in contact with you should there be any questions or
concerns regarding the information submitted. Complete information on PAUMCS Continuing Education can be found
online at PAUMCS.org.
I would love to hear about anything you have learned this year that helps you in your job. Has there been a specific
“lightbulb” moment when God spoke to you about your job? I had one in a seminar about front office security. I
learned I need to trust my gut feeling. Share your insights with me at m_e_craven@yahoo.com. I’ll share them at our
next conference!
Peace,

Libby Craven

Remember to shop the PAUMCS store!
If you are interested in apparel be sure to check out our online store. The web address is:

https://paumcsstore.qbstores.com/
The store usually has some type of promotion going on so it will be worth your while.

Prayer Net
If you have any joys, celebrations and/or
concerns that you would like for our
community to pray with you about please
send them to:
PAUMCSLinkingHands@gmail.com
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How can we help you?

PAUMCS has many different opportunities to help you to be in the know. There are several ways that we
communicate with you to help you to have the best opportunity to work together and to share information.
Here’s how:
PAUMCS.org - The website is full of information and details on the many different areas of PAUMCS as well as
resources and now the host of the PAUMCS store! Can’t find what you are looking for there?
Contact LoriSluder@holston.org
The Vital Link newsletter is published quarterly and sent to members via e-mail. It is a compendium of upcoming
events, news, information, and other content of interest and value to members. Lori Sluder is the editor.
E-Links - In addition to our newsletters we send out news, announcements, concerns, etc. These go out on an as
needed basis.
Linking Hands - are sent out on a requested basis. This e-mail is a forum to share a job-related question or tip.
Discussions range from choosing the best membership management software to safety on the job to keeping a
green office to………your choice! Have a question or want to share a new office tip, send them to
PAUMCSLinkingHands@gmail.com
PAUMCS Prayer Link - If you have any joys, celebrations and/or concerns that you would like for our community to
pray with you about please send them to: PAUMCSLinkingHands@gmail.com
FACEBOOK- If you are on Facebook check out the PAUMCS page. Another great place to be in the know or to share
information out to the PAUMCS community! Search PAUMCS on Facebook and join us there!

Communications Coordinator, Lori Sluder

PAUMCS Mission Statement
The mission of The Professional Administrators of The United Methodist Connectional
Structure is to provide a supportive base for the unity and fellowship of members in order to
provide individual growth, professional development, continuing education, and spiritual
enrichment.
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